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The  First  Trial,  Conviction  and  Execution 
for  Murder  in  Lebanon  Countv. 


By  S.  P.  Heilman,  M.  D. 


Seventy-six  years  ago,  thirteen  years  after  Lebanon  county 
had  been  constituted  a separate  civil  district,  the  people  of  the 
town  of  Lebanon,  and  of  its  vic^hitv,  were  startled  by  the  re- 
port of  a murder  committed  near  the  towh,  and  the  people 
were  confronted  with  the  fact  that  their  heretofore  peace- 
ful life  was  for  the  first  time  to  have  imposed  upon  it  the 
shameful  stigma’of  murder.*  The  first  knowledge  of  the  sad 
occurrence,  the  subsequent  trial,  conviction  and  execution  of 
‘the  man  who  had  thus,  in  the  estimation  of  the  law-abiding 
citizens  of  the  county,  jealous  of  their  good  reputation,  placed 
a stain  on  their  hitiierto  peaceful  record,  caused  a profound 
and  wide-spread  sensation,  and  feo  lasting  an  impression  did  it 
make  that  even  to  this  day,  among  its  oldest  inhabitants,  Jim- 
my Quinn  is  vividly  remembered.  For  days,  months  and 
years,  in  every  household,  in  every  hamlet  near  and  remote  in 
the  .county,  was  it  a matter  of  discussion,  its  remembrance  re- 
iterated by  parents  to  children,  and  a warning  voice  added  as 
to  the  evil  “which  biteth  like  a serpent  and  stingeth  like  an 
adder,’’  recounting  as  they  did,  and  as  it  was  believed  at  the 
time,  that  both  the  persons  concerned,  the  murderer  and  the 
person  murdered,  at  ieast  the  former,  were  at  the  time  the 
foul  deed  was  done,  in  a condition  of  intoxication.  And  not 
until  52  years  after  this  first  trial  and  execution  wasourcounty 
again  called  upon  to* experience  the  humiliating  fact  of  mur- 
der within  its  quiet  borders. 
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The  town  of  Lebanon  was  holding  what  was  then  known 
as  a Cherry  Fair,  so  called  because  held  at  a time  of  the  year 
When  cherries^ire  ripe.  These  Cherry  Fairs  were  a legalized 
institution,  were  well  attended  fronj.  town  and  country", 'and 
.usually  lasted  two  days.  Their-primary  purpose  was  merry  - • 
making,  and  they  afforded  the  first  public  opportunity  of  the 
season  to  break  away  from  the  tedium  of  the  previous  long 
winter  period  for  a social  gathering  and  out-door  frolic. 
Eventually,  however,  they  became  so  demoralizing  that  by  . 
commdh  consent  they  were  abolished.  Young  and  old  flocked 
to  town,  and  after  domg  som.e  business,  went  to  frolicking, 
dancing,  horse-racirfg,  gambling  and  drinking.  Women 
would  walk  bare-footed  fi«  ■w»ile«— aean.  town,  they 
put  on  their  stockings  and  shoes  “slicked  up”  and  were  ready 
for  the  Fair.  Peddlers  attended  with  loads  of  dry  goods  ; 
hucksters  with  cake?,  pickled  oysters  and  confectioneries  ; 
from  the  stalls  of  the  old  market  house  were  sold  cherries, 
raisins,  mint  drops,  molasses  candy,  and  the  inevitable  and 
indispensable  “leb  kucha” — liebe — love  cakes — honey  cakes  ; 
booths  were  erected  and  places  provided  for  petty  merchants  ; 
gamblers  paraded  their  seductive  outfits;  boys  had  their  jokes, 
and  almost  every  large  exhibiting  place  had  its  fiddler  for 
dancing.  Boys  and  girls  went  through  the  streets  with  fingers 
hooked,  jovial  and  jolly,  eating  sweet  meats  and  saying  sweet 
things,  and  everything  was  fair,  fair  as  the  cherry  red. 

It  was  on  the  first  day  of  the  Lebanon  Cherry  Fair  in 
1826,  on  the  25th  of  May  of  that  year,  that  occurred  the  sad 
•event  to  be  described  further  on.  In  a narrow  ravine  leading 
northward  from  what  was  afterwards  called  the  Basin  of  the 
Union  Canal,  about  one  mile  west  of  Lebanon,  and  quite 
near  said  basin-site  stood  a shantydike  structure  called 
Quinn’s  Shanty,  in  which  lived  James  Quinn  and  his 
wife  Elizabeth,  or  Biddy,  as  she  was  called.  In  this 

shanty  Qtrinn  carried  on  the  business  of  selling  grog, 
drinking  much  of  it  hijnself,  and  declaring  that  his  wife,  Biddy, 
from  time  to  time  stole  from  the  stock  on  hand  and  frequently 
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herself  got  beastly  drunk.  After  her  death  had  been  accom- 
plished, but  before  her  funeral  was  held,  charges  came  to  Leb- 
anon, pointing  to  an  unnatural  death  on  the  part  of  .Mrs. 
Quinn,  which  charges  were  laid  before  a justice  of  the  peace, 
in  Lebanon,  on  the  evening  of  May  27th,  whereupon  a con- 
stable was  sent  to  Quinn’s  place  to  make  an  investigation, 
who  in  turn  had  the  coroner  of  the  county,  a coroner’s  jury 
and  physicians  summoned,  to  whom  it  was  made  manifest  that 
the  woman  had  not  died  a natural  death.  Qumn  was  charged 
with  having  caused  her  death,  put  under  arrest  and  placed 
into  the  jail  in  Lebanon.  On  the  following  day,  May  28th, 
the  body  of  Mrs.  Quinn  was  brought  to  Lebanon  for  burial. 
'At  the  following  August  court  Quinn  was  arraigned  before 
the  grand  jury,  a true  bill  found,  but  owing  to  the  absence  of 
certain  witnesses  his  trial  was  put  off  to  the  following  Novem- 
ber court,  when  and  where  hd^vas  tried  for  murder  and  con- 
victed. On  February  9,  1827,  he  was  publicly  hanged  on 
what  became  known  as  Gallows  Hill,  an  elevated  po^nt  south 
of  the  present  limits  of  the  city  of  Lebanon. 

This  is  the  story  of  this  sad  occurrence,  briefly  and  con- 
cisely told,  the  telling  of  which,  by  reason  of  its  very  grue- 
someness, certainly  affords  110  pleasure  to  the  writer.  But 
now  that  in  our  county  there  has  been  established  an  Histori- 
cal Society,  the  object  of  which  is  to  collate  for  its  archives 
the  past  history  of  the  County  along  all  lines,  it  is  deemed  to 
be  quite  within  lines  of  propriety  to  place  on  record  with  the 
Society  an  account  of  this,  the  first  trial,  conviction  and  exe- 
cution for  murder  in  Lebanon  county,  the  more  reason  so,  as 
shown  in  an  earlier  part  of  this  paper,  that  at  the  time  of  the 
occurrence  so  deep  and  widespread  a sensation  was  caused  by 
it.  The  affair  was  not  only  described  in  the  Lebanon  “Der 
Pennsylvauischer  Beobachter,”  the  only  newspaper  published 
in  Lebanon  count}'  at  that  time,  but  a special  pamphlet 
of  eight  pages,  giving  an  account  of  the  affair,  was 
printed  and  circulated  at  that  time.  At  a recent  sale 
of  household  effects  a copy  of  this  pamphlet  came  into 
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the  possession  of  the  writer.  I.  have  since  learned  that  an- 
other copy  is  in  the  possession  of  L.  L.  Grumbine,  Ksq. 
Whether  anv  more  copies  remain  in  ^existence  is  not  known  to 
the  writer,  but  the  larger  part  of  tjie  balance  of  this  paper 
will  consist  of  a translation  of  this  very  quaint  pamphlet,  the* 
quaintness  of  which  lies  in  having  printed  on  the  title  page11  a 
picture  of  a coffin,  and  a very  penitential  soliloquy  in  verse 
supposed  to-e m body  the  thoughts  ot  the  guilty  man  after  his 
conviction,  and  of  his  approaching  execution,  followed  by  an 
exceedingly  solemn  address,  “To  the  Reader,"  in  which  the 
evils  of  drunkenness  ape  set  forth  in  most  positive  terms,  and 
this  followed  by  by  a^i  account  of  the  court  trial  itself,  showing 
how  a trial  of  this  kind  was*»««ii4*©4aA*|tM’tenty'vfi.ve  years  ago. 
The  severely  gruesome  character  of  this  pamphlet,  and  the  pe- 
culiarly admonitive  spirit  of  its  phraseology,  give  it  a certain 
historical  value,  and  these  are  additional  reasons  for  at  all  pre- 
senting the  matter  in  a paper  to  our  Society. 

Here  follows  a translation  from  the  German  of  the  pam- 
phlet above  referred  to.  and  just  shown  you, 

“A  Short  and  Summarizkd 
Account  of  thk  Crimk.  Trial  and  Bkhayior  ok 
JAM  MS  OU I XX, 

WHO  ON  Till-:  ijT  H OF  KkBRFARV,  I X 2 ~ , ON  THK  HlI.L 

SoITIIWKST  nr  Lkhanun,  Lkbanon  county,  was 
Hum;  for  thk  Murdkr  or  His  Wifi:, 

Biddy  Ouinn. 


W'adj  It  VrV, 


- .W  ‘'<4 


;-  "■  : ;v#r> 

ban  Ml  t ^ 

|tticftrfur  ben  &ebbabtr£l82^ 


I U SI  M I II  'll  I IK  1 1 ; I \ \ I.  I'KINT. 
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*“0,  thou  grusoroe  gallows-tree. 
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Built,  O horror,  built  for  nlt“; 
Lord  of  heaven,  on  bended  ki^ee 
Do  Lcrv  in  fear  to  Thee. 
Gallows-tree  ! thy  timbers  string 
Feed  my  anguish  all  day  long, 
Tellingine  that  soon  m y light 
Must  go  out  in  blackest  night  1 
When  I leave  rfiy  prison  cell 
SHIU1  I go  to  heaven  or  hell  ? 
Locd^in  Thee  I place  my  trust, 
Thou  art  kind  as  well  as  just. 
Terror  makea-my  spmt^sore, — 
How  I wish  tb^t  all  were  o’er  ! 
Lord,  to  Thef  I fain  would  fly,  — ' 
Help,  support  me  till<"T7TlRrT""",,— "" 
Time  for  me  is  but  a span,- 


Yet  I’d  warn  my  fellow  man. 

Hereupon  perdition’s  brink,  ^ 

Warn  him  ’gainst  the  curse  of -drink 
Rum,  alas  ! has  been  my  bane. 

Cause  of  crime,  disgrace  and  shame  ! 

Lord,  Thine  ear  in  mercy  lend. 

Help,  O,  help  me  face  the  end  ! 

(Had,  I’ll  die  on  scaffold  tree. 

And  atonement  make  to  Thee. 

Fain  to  reach  that  heavenly  plain, 
Washed  and  cleansed  .from  sin  and  pain. 
Soon  will  come  my  fearful  end  ! 

Thou,  O'  Christ,  wilt  stand  my  friend; 
Thee  I feel — Thy  power  and  might  ! 

Now,  O World,  good  night!  good  night!', 

“LEBANON. 

PRINTED  FOR  WHOM  IT  PLEASES, 
TO  THE  READER.’’ 


1827. 


“The  court  trial,  the  conviction  and  _the  execution  of 
Janies  Quinn,' the  miserable  murderer,  of  which  an  account  is 
given  in  these  pages,  affords  us  a sorrowful  example  of  the 
horrible  wickedness  into  which  a man  may  fall  when  he  gives 

• Translation  of  this  |MK*ticaI  *solil»K|ny  was  kiinjlv  made  fur  this  l'aner  hv 
Dr.  E.  Urumbine,  Alt.  Zion,  1'a.  ' 1 
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rein  to  his  evil  passions,  and  keeps  these  under  curb  neither 
by  moral  principles  nor  by  the  softer  precepts  of  the  Christian 
Religion.  Almost  daily  wesee  people  who  are  so  given  to  ip- 
temperance  as  to  fall  into  misery  and  destruction  simply  on 
account  of  their  secret  indulgence  in  unholy  passions,  al- 
though we  are  often  without  opportunity  to  witness  these  in- 
dulgences, on  account  of  the  committal  of  which  led  in  this 
case  to  so  bloody  a trail.  Once  these  terrible  passions  are 
practiced  openly,  which  like  a vulture  lacerate  ttr£  body,  they 
poison  every  virtuous  principle,  and  give  rise  in  the  hearts  to 
thoughts  of  the  blackest  vengeance,  disturb  not  only  domes- 
tic peace  and  public  tranquillity,  but  very  often,  yes,  only  too 
often,  hurry  their  wretched  victims  away  from  the  scene  of 
their  earthly  career  to  appear  only  too  early  at  the  dread  judg- 
ment before  a justly  angry  God.” 

‘‘Harmony  in  the  family  of  jftiv  man  is  the  highest  sum- 
mit of  human  happiness  and  maintenance  of<he  same  should 
be  the  constant  endeavor  of  every  man.  Unity  should  at  all 
times  prevail  between  husband  and  wife,  however  comforta- 
ble their  circumstances  may.  be,  and  their  prospects  in  this  life 
be  ever  so  flattering, — when  once  jealousy  enters  their  home 
then  may  every  appearance  of  happiness  well  sav  farewell.” 

‘‘In  publishing  t h is  account  it  is  designed  to  point  people 
to  the  rock  on  which  the  unfortunate  man  suffered  ship- wreck, 
and  from  his  example  to  warn  hardened  slaves  of  sin  against 
a like  dreadful  fate  at  the  horrible  brink  of  which  they  stand.” 

“THU  TRIAL  OK  JAMES  QUINN, ’ &C.” 

‘“On  the  evening  of  the  27th  of  last  May  a number  of 
charges  were  laid  before  one  of  the  Justices  of  the  Peace  of 
this  town  that  strong  suspicions  were  at  hand  that  James 
Quinn,  who  carries  on  a grog-shop  at  the  Union  Canal  in  Leb- 
anon Township  one  and  one-half  mile  from  the  town  of,  Leb- 
anon, had  murdered  his  wife.  A warrant  was  at  once  issued, 
and  Constable  Zimmerman  with  a number  of  assistants  was 
sent  there,  who  found,  the  funeral  of  Mrs.  Biddy  Quinn  about 
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to  take  pl^ce.  A coroner’s  jury  and  a physician  were  at 
once  summoned,  who'  both  agreed,  and  were  of  like  opinion 
that  Mrs.  Quinn  had  not  died  a rftiural  death,  and  that  James 
Quinn  was  suspected  to  be  the  mujderer  of  his  wife,  inconse- 
quence he  was  placed  into  jaiLfor  a further  hearing.  In  o*- 
der  not  to  be  too  hasty  we  have  taken  the  liberty  of  giving  a 
short  description  of  the  murder  aud  the  wounds  inflicted  on 
the  body  jof  Mrs.  Quinn.  Her  whole  bo5y  was,  to  speak 
truthfully,  praised,  hardly  a part  as  large  as  one’s  hand  could 
be  sepn  that  did  not  bear  more  or  less  marks  of  powerful 
blows,  six  ribs  and-the  chest  bone  were  knocked  inwards,  and 
after  the  skull  had  /been  removed  it  was  found  that  the  brain 
substance  was  colored  ovqfc  hi Rm  &r»  ” 

“The  unfortunate  woman  was  brought  to  the  church  yard 
.of  the  Roman  Catholic  church  for.  burial  in  the  presence  of  a 
very  large  gathering  of  people,  aild  on  this  occasion  the  Rev. 
Father  Carren  delivered  a toucliing  address,  and  especially 
made  reference  to  drunkards,  for  the  reason  that  as  the  Rev. 
Father  preacher  truthfully  declared,  this  sad  and  sorrowful 
occurrence  was  caused  by  none  other  than  strong  drink.’’ 

“At  the  last -August  Court  a bill  against  the  accused 
Janies  Quinn  was  presented  to  the  Grand  Jury  of  Lebanon 
County  and  by  it  declared  a true  bill.  On  account  of  the  ab- 
sence of  certain  witnessesfthe  accused  had  the  trial  put  off  to 
the  November  Court.  The  Attorneys  for  the  State  were 
Messrs  Klein  and  Forster,  and  for  the  prisoners  Messrs.  Weid 
man,  Loring  and  Fisher.  The  Jurymen  who  were  sworn  for 
the  trial  were 


David  Bauman, 
George  Hess, 
David  M.  Ereight, 
Jfiel  Shay, 

Peter  Smith, 

Jacob  Imboden, 


Frederick  W.  Martin, 
Christian  Hoffer, 
Jacob  Reist, 

Peter  Schott, 

Martin  Wenger, 
Anthony  Zweyer.’’ 


“After  Mr.  Klein  had  stated  the  case,  a number  of  wit- 
nesses were  heard,  of*  the  testimony  we  give  the  following  as 
the  most  important.’’ 
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“Jonas  Fortney  said  on  the  first  Fair  day  I went  to 
Quinn's  shanty,  cannot  say  exactly  what  o’clock,  as  I came 
near  the  house  I heard  a noise  inside,  when  I got  into  the 
house  his  (Quinn’s)  wife  was  lying  on  the  floor,  and  he 
(Quinn)  was  striking  her:  I saw  him  strike  her  but  two 
timeti,  and  when  I spoke  to  him  he  stopped — he  struck  her 
with  a spade-handle,  and  whilst  I was  speaking  he  hurled  the 
spade-handle  towards  the  wall.  She  wished  to  say  something 
but  he  threatened  her,  forbid  her  to  say  a word — she  then 
said  nothing  more,  he  took  a quilt  and  hung  it  so  that  I could 
not  seedier.  I asked  him  whether  he  had  a horse  to  sell — 
and  he  said  yes, — one  of  the  blows  was  on  the  arm,  or  along  • 
the  side,  the  left  arm  I think— the  noise  I heard  before  going 
into  the  shanty  Was  like  a pounding.  This  was  on  the  25th 
of  May.  It  was  after  dinner,  perhaps  1 or  2 o’clock.  I rode 
out.  I think  it  is  a mile  frcrlh  the  town,  the  shanty  was  quite 
near  the  public  road,  close  to  the  hill,  the  road  passes  close  by 
the  door,  there  is  no  room  between  the  road  and  th^shantv,  it 
is  near  the  canal.  There  was  no  one  in  the  shanty  but  Quinn 
and  his  wife.*.  J was  near  the  door  when  I first  heard  the 
noise.  He  struck  her  body  with  one  hand,  she  was  lying  on 
the  floor.  He  told  me  that  she  is  so  bad  a woman  when  I 
told  him  it  was  wrong  that  he  struck  her  so.  The  handle  was 
about  2 feet  long,  perhaps  longer.  I took  it  to  be  a broken 
spade-handle  ; I was  not  long  in  the  house,  he  was  at  first 
somewhat  angry,  was  however  soon  in  better  mood.  I was 
there  not  more  than,  a quarter  of  an  hour.  I think  a man 
came  there.  I do  not  know  who  it  was.  She  laid  on  her 
back — she  screamed,  altho’  not  very  loud — I didn’t  hear  any 
screaming  outside — he  held  the  handle  as  high  as  his  head 
when  he  struck  her  the  second  time.’’ 

‘‘Elizabeth  Carson,  said  I was  at  Quiun’s  shanty — I live  < 
with  Mr.  Ives.  I was  in  Lebanon  at  the  Fair,  and  had  to 
pass  the  shanty  on  my  way  home,  mistook  the  way,  and  on 
this  side  of  the  shanty  got  back  to  the  road  ; before  I came 
to  the  shanty  I saw  a woman  and  a man,  I did  not  know  them 
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at  first.  I and  a hoy  with  me  anc^the  man  we  had  seen  stood 
on  the  hanks  of  the  canal  near  hr  the  shantv.  Mrs.  Quinn 
called  us  to  the  house,  and  we  went  in,  Quinn  was  drunk 
when  lie  came  home,  he  asked  his  A'ife  whether  supper^ was 
^-ready , she  said  yes.  he  said,  ‘DiOnn  you,  the  tea,  hutter  and* 
cakes  all  to  hell. ’ Mrs.  Quinn  then  went  to  the  table,  _ahd 
moved  around  the  things  on  the  table.  Qi^inn  then  took  a 
club  and  stftick  her — shejhen  went  away  and  let  things  alone. 
She.  however,  went  hack  again,  and  he  struck  hei  with  a 
stick  when  sire  went  away  again.  He  then  went  to  the  young 
man.  and  Quinn  and  he  went\out  the  door — the  young  man 
begged  him  not  to  maltreat  the  old  woman.  Quinn  turned 
around  and  as  she  came  lfriUlN»h  <a»4>room  and  a 

spade  stood  there — he  first  took-the  broom  and  threw  it  at  her, 
hit  her  left  arm  between  the  elhjpw  and  shoulder,  turned 
around,  took  the  spade  and  threw  it  at  her  and  hit  her  at  the 
same  place,  as  near  as  I could  see.  The  young  man  saw  it 
and  turned  around  to  come  inside  but  the  old  man  went  out 
to  him.  Mrs.  Quinn  then  came  and  sat  down  before  me,  she 
took  hold  of  her  left  arm.  felt  it  and  said,  ‘Oh,  Lord,  mv  aim 
is  broke.’  I took  little  notice  of  it  as  she  said  this  until  I 
heard  the  bone  crackle  when  she  turned  the  arm.  Then  I called 
the  young  man,  ‘Oh,  Lord,  that  woman’s  arm  is  broke.’  The 
young  man  did  not  go  to  s?e  the  arm.  but  turned  around  at 
once  and  went  out  with  me.  the  young  man  and  I went  some 
distance  into  the  woods  to  the  lei t of  the  road,  remained 
standing  to  hear  how  he  would  go  on.  I heard  Mr.  Quinn 
'Say,  ‘I  have  as  good  a pair  of  pistols  as  are  in  town  or  countv, 

I do  not  know  which,  and,  by  Jesus,  I will  blow  out  vour 
brain,’  and  then  he  repeated,  ‘By  Jesus  Christ,  I will  blow  out 
your  brains.’  After  he  had  said  these  words  I heard  a pistol 
crack.  '\  then  went  away,  and  did  not  come  back  the  same 
night.  I left  a white  neck-cloth  in  the  shanty.  The  follow- 
ing mornhfg  I saw  Isaac  Umbergef  went  there;  Isaac  went 
to  get  the  neck-cloth,  but  did  not  get  it.  As  I came  to  the 
door  I saw  something  on  it — it  was  blood,  all  bloody.  I asked 
Quinn  how  it  came  there,  and  he  said  it  made  no  difference 
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how  it  got  there.  I took  the  neck-cloth  home  and  washed  it. 
At  this  time  the  old  woman  was  lying  on  the  bed.  This  was 
Friday  morning.  Thursday  evening  we  got  there  about  1 1 
o’clock.  The  chib  was  about  the  thickness  of  my  arm  above 
the  hand  ; he  struck  her  with  the  same  between  the  shoulders. 
Cannot-sav  how  often  he  struck  her  with  it  ; a number  of 
times  with  it  ; a number  of  times,  however.  The  young  man 

I found  there  was  John  Gallagher;  I do  not  know  where  he 

resides.”  — ' 

“Samuel  Licht  said  that  on  the  morning. of  May  20  at  10 
o’clock  he  rode  by  Quinn’s  shanty  and  said  that  a man  was 
speaking  out  of  it,  and  behind  him  Quinn  himself.  Quinn 
-was  angry.  I asked  Quinn  what  is  the  matter  ; he,  however, 
did  not  answer.  I rode  about  three  rods  further,  when  I met 
Mrs.  Quinn  weeping.  I asked  her  the  reason  ; she  said  Quinn 
intended  killing  her  that  nigl*.  Quinn  then  came  walking 
two  rods  with  something  in  his  hand,  ancksaid  that  he  would 
be  damned  to  hell  to-night  if  he  didn’t  kill  her.  Mrs.  Quiun 
begged  me  to  go  along  back  to  the  shanty,  but  I begged  off. 
Quinn  again  said  he  would  be  damned  to  hell  if  he  would  not 
kill  her  ; that  he  would  to-night  shoot  her.  He  and  she  again 
went  into  the  shanty.  He  soon  came  out  again,  and  said  in 
repetition  that  he  would  be  darned  to  hell  if  he  did  not  shoot 
her  dead,  and  immediately  a heavily  loaded  shot  was  fired, 
whereupon  the  witness  rode  rapidly  away.” 

“Thomas  Rogers  said  that  Quinn  on  the  26th  of  May,  at 

II  or  1 2 oJclock  came  to  him  and  asked  him  to  go  along  ; that 
a man  the  day  before  was  at  the  Fair  drunk,  rode  by  his  shanty, 
and  was  thrown  off  his  horse  ; that  he  believes  that  his  arm  was 
hurt, and  should  have  the  arm  bled.  I went  with  him;  as  we 
came  into  the  woods  Quinn  told  me  that  his  wife  for  a number 
of  years  drank  so  much  that  he  did  not  know  what  to  do  with 
her;  she  stole  his  liquor  and  became  beastly  drunk  ; that  she 
is  constantly  drunk  : that  this  morning  she  got  over-^he  parti- 
tion place,  drank  herself  full,  and  when  she  wanted  to  get 
back  from  over  the  partition  she  fell  down  against  the  stove 

’ and  broke  her  arm.  As  we  came  into  the  shanty  she  was 
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seated  : as  I,  took  her  at  the  ariji  and  asked  her  twice  whether 
her  arm  is  broken  ; she  looked  at*  lie  but  made  no  answer.  I 
found  the  arm^very  much  bruised  ffain  the  shoulder  to  the  el- 
bow, and  her  clothing  soiled  with  blood.  I tied  up  the^arm, 
and  laid  her  then  into  bed,  and  -told  him  he  had  better  send* 
" for  the  doctor,  that  she  is  very  sick.  He  showed  me  where 
she  was  to  have  fallen  down  ; I looked  for  blood,  but  could 
not  find  any. ; I then  went  away  again.  Saturday,,  between  q 
and  10  o’clock,  he  came  again,  and  said  that  Biddy  is  very 
sick  and  wished  to  see  me.  I did  not  go.  After  this  he  sent 
a boy  for  me,  that  his  wife  was  very  poorly,  and  that*  I must 
come.  I did  not,  however.,  go  until  evening,  and  then  she 
was  being  laid  out  by  a ’**-  j’  — — — were 

yet  heard.  The  learned  counsel  having  made  their  speeches 
and  the  Court  its  charge, when  the  jury  withdrew  for  the  space 
of  an  hour  and  returned  with  the  verdict,  “Murder  in  the  first 
degree."  The  Court  then  addressed  the  prisoner  as  follows  : 

“Death  sentence  passed  upon  James  Quinn  by  Judge 
Franks.  ’ ’ 

“After  a long  and  impartial  trial,  in  which  vour  defence 
was  conducted  by  three  skilled,  learned  and  worthy  advocates, 
the  jury  has  declared  you  a murderer  of  the  first  degree,  and 
with  your  life  you  will  have  to  pay  for  your  breaking  of  the 
law  of  the  land.  You  were  proven  to  be  the  murderer  of  your 
wife,  and  from  the  evidence  it  is  clear  that  you  committed  the 
bloody  deed  in  so  horrible  and  shameless  manner  that  the  case 
is  scarcely  without  a parallel  ; and  now  you  stand  here  to  re- 
.reeeive  the  judgment  of  the  law  which  will  shorten  your  pe- 
riod of  life,  and  hurl  you  from  time  into  eternity.  And  let 
me  assure  you  that  the  land  demands  this  terrible  punishment, 
it  yet  earnestly  desires  the  salvation  of  your  undying  soul. 
You  stand  now  laden  down  with  a heavy  debt,  which,  unless 
you  are  saved  from  the  same,  will  press  down  your  soul  into 
everlasting  .destruction.  I beseech  you  to  prepare  your  soul 
for  this  judgment Which  stands  before  you  in  the  presence  of  a 
living  God.  Upon  His  mercy  only  you  can  now  cast  your- 
self, and  His  forgiveness  you  can  yet  attain  if  you  bring  him 


THE  FIRST  EXECUTION  IN  LEBANON  COUNTY.  1 67 

as  an  offering  a penitent  and,  in  truth,  a contrite  heart.  Al- 
tho  the  darkness  of  sin’s  debt  encompasses,  altho  the  clouds 
of  unbelief  envelope  you  as  you  must  sail  onwards  on  the  sea 
of  eternity,  yet  be  assured,  unfortunate  man  that  you  are, 
that  there  is  a star  of  healing  above  whose  rays  may  pene- 
trate their  darkness,  enter  your  heart,  safely  guide  you,  and 
and  save  your  soul  from  destruction.  It  is  the  all-loving  Sa- 
vior, the  same  who  bv  the  death  on  the  cross  patiently  seeks 
the  salvation  of  the  greatest  sinner.  He  can'  and  will  save 
each  and  every  one.  Seek  help  from  him  in  your  sorrow,  and 
you  will  find  it.  Altho  at  first  thought  it  may  seem  that  your 
situation  is  entirely  without  hope,  let  not  doubt  keep  you  from 
.seeking  pardon.  Open  your  eyes,  and  look  at  vour  pitiable 
condition,  and  when  you  may  sink  into  despair  then  turn  to 
God,  and  call  earnestly  to  Him  for  the  salvation  of  your  soul. 
Read  the  gospel,  and  let  youaself  be  .instructed  out  of  it  by 
and  through  its  servants.  Pray  unceasingly  and  earnestly  for 
the  pardon  of  a contrite  heart,  and  you  will  not  call  in  vain, 
and  pray  with  a penitent  heart  for  the  forgiveness  of  God  in 
true  penitence  ^and  faith,  and,  like  the  dying  thief,  you  will  ex- 
perience that  He  will  not  turn  His  merciful  ear  from  your  cry. 
God  in  His  boundless  grace  desires  not  the  death  of  a sinner, 
with  greater  mercifulness  he  invites  all  who  have  erred  to  come 
to  Him,  and  offers  them  out  of  His  grace  the  means  to  eternal 
life.  Yea  the  portals  of  heaven  are  gladly  open  to  the  truly 
penitent.  The  God  of  mercy  give  you  the  grace  and  willing- 
ness which  may  support  you  to  approach  death  with  the  joy- 
ful hope  of  forgiveness  through  penitence  and  trust  in  the 
propitiation  of  our  glorious  Redeemer.’” 

“It  only  remains  to  me  to  pass  sentence  upon  you. 

'The  sentence  of  the  Court  is  : That  you  be  taken  back  to 
the  prison  of  Lebanon  county,  from  whence  you  came,  and 
from  there  to  the  place  of  execution,  there  to  be  hung  by  the 
neck  until  you  are  dead, 

And  may  God  have  mercy  on  your  soul  !’’ 

“Whereupon  the  prisoner  said  : ‘I  will  die  like  a soldier 
and  a gentleman, *in  Christ. 
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“During  his  imprisonment  after  his  trial  lie  was  alvvavs 
very  indifferent,  although  diligently  visited  by  clergymen,  de- 
clared himself  entirely  innocentrancf  said  he  would  have  to 
die  innocent.  Some  weeks  before  he  Released  himself  one  eve- 
ning from  his  fetters,  and  worked-  the  same  evening  until  9 
o’clock  a hole  half  way  through  the  wall,  at  which  he  wafc 
discovered,  and  was  thep  more  securely  kept.  James  Quinn 
is  about  60  Vi*,  of  age,  was  born  in  Ireland,  and  some  years 
ago  came  with  Jiis  wife  to  Montreal,  in  Canada.  They  had 
no  ehildfen.  Lived,  however,  at  all  times  in  peace  and  har- 
mony with  one  another  Nothing  but  devilish  strong  ’drink, 
to  tell  the  truth,  was  trie  cause  of  this  whole  sorrowful  occur- 
rence. Oh,  may  every  drunlwrJ ijnkn  this  .an  example, 

so  that  he  may  not  cast  himself  and  others  into  everlasting  de- 
struction of  hell.  ‘Watch  and  pray  that  ye  may  not  fall  into 
temptation."  ' 

This  ends  tlie  account,  as  translated  from  the  pamphlet  of 
1827.  There  remains  to  add  an  account  of  the  execution  of 
Quinn  which  also  is  not  without  historical  interest.  Follow- 
ing the  English  custom,  the  execution  of  criminals  in  public 
was  then,  as  it  had  been  in  the  beginning,  the  practice  in  this 
Stale.  It  was  not  until  the  passage  of  the  Act  of  April  10, 
[834,  that  executions  were  required  to  be  conducted  within 
the  prison  enclosures,  the  number  of  officials  to  be  in  atten- 
dance thereat  limited,  and  the  presence  of  minors  excluded. 
At  almost  every  county  seat  there  was  formerly  a “Gallows 
Hill."  The  place  selected  for  the  execution  of  Quinn,  the 
first  public  execution  in  the  then  recently  formed  Lebanon 
county,  was  on  an  elevation  south  of,  and  about  three-fourths 
of  a mile  from  the  centre  of  the  town  of  Lebanon,  the  situa- 
tion of  which  is  well  known  to  most  of  us,  and  which  then 
became  known  as  our  “Gallows  Hill,"  and  was  long  remem- 
bered by  that  name.  In  some  counties  a tract  of  land  around 
and  including  their  Gallows  Hill,  was  purchased  by  the 
County  Commissioners  for  this  special  purpose,  the  reason  as- 
signed for  acquiring  the  additional  ground  being  that  the  con- 
course of  spectators  at  public  executions  was  usually  so  great 
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that  the  property  of  private  individuals  was  necessarily  tres- 
passed upon. 

A somewhat  peculiar  view  as  to  the  execution  of  malefac- 
tors was  that  this  should  he  done  in  public,  and  their  public 
execution  was  deemed  a great  object  lesson  in  law  and  morals, 
so  that  the  proceeding  was  commonly  attended  with  religious 
exercises,  including,  in  some  instances,  addresses  to  the  mul- 
titude by  the  reverend  clergy.  Hut  experience  proved  the  bene_- 
fits  of  such  occasions  to  be  of  more  than  doubtful  sequence. 
Murders  continued  to  be  as  freely  committed  as  before,  and  the 
scenes  attending  hangings  were  frequently  degrading  and 
disgraceful.  They  were' made  occasions  for  large  gatherings 
of  people  from  near  and  fai , mostly  bent  on  idle  curiosity,  or 
for  a grand  jollification,  and  some  even  bent  on  attempt  to 
rescue  the  prisoner.  They  came  by  wagons,  on  horseback, 
and  on  foot,  and  the  accession  Continued  in  constantly  increas- 
ing proportions  down  to  the  moment  of\ execution.  Many 
came  long  distances,  arriving  the  night  before,  crowding  the 
taverns  the  preceding  evening,  or  sleeping  in  the  wagons  in 
which  they  had  come  to  town,  and  in  which  also  they  pro- 
ceeded t’ne  following  day  in  gay  procession  to  the  place  of  ex- 
ecution. On  the  road  to  that  place  booths  were  erected  for  the 
sale  of  confectioneries,  eatables,  and  intoxicants.  At  the  exe- 
cution of  Ouinn  the  number  of  people. present  was  estimated 
at  eight  thousand.  The  presence  of  the  military  was  always 
lequired  to  prevent  turbulence,  or  possible  rescue  of  the  con- 
demned. In  order  also  to  emphasize  the  majesty  of  thelawof 
the  land  it  was  made  incumbent  upon  the  sheriff  of  the  county 
lojssue  proclamation,  notifying  justices  of  the  peace,  the  cor- 
oner, constables,  and  all  other  civil  officers  within  the  county, 
that  they  and  every  one  of  them  be  in  the  borough  of  the 
countv  -on  the  day  and  hour  fixed  lor  the  execution,  then  and 
there  to  assist  the  sheriff  of  the  county  aforesaid  in  keeping 
the  peace  and  good  order  at  the  execution  of  a certain=-*prisoner 
now  confined  in  the  common  jail  of  said  county,  who  is  to  be 
executed  on  said  day  at  the  ..usual  place  of  execution,  con- 
cluding with  the  well-known  formula  “God  Save  the  Com 
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monwealth."'  So  disgraceful  atyl  shameful,  however,  were 
the  proceedings  bv  the  multitude  at  many  of  these  public  exe- 
cutions that  public  sentiment  demanded  a change,  evidenced 
by  repeated  remonstrances  to  the  Legislature,  and  bringing 
_>bout,  as  already  remarked,  the  passage  of  the  Act  of  1834, 
since  which  time  criminals  have  been  executed  in  private.  . > 

Whilst  there  still  remain  with  us  a few  of  the  “oldest  inhab- 
itants" who  saw  that  execution, or  heard  it  described,  and  from 
their  memory  give  this  or  that  detail  of  the  execution  of  Quinn, 
we  have  also  preserved  in  print  an  account  of  it  in  the  before- 
named  “ Pen nsv Ivan iscirer  Beobachter.”  But  of  this  sadly 
memorable  incident  eye n the  “ Beobachter ’s“  account  is  quite 
meager.  The  contents  of  co&ntfy  neWSJTJTper^  bf'  that  period 
were  made  up  largely  of  advertisements.  In  their  news  de- 
partments the  principal  subjects  of  attention  were  foreign  af- 
fairs, particularly  wars  and  rumors  of  wars  among  European 
powers.  In  a town  of  the  number  of  inhabitants  which  Leb- 
anon about  had,  local  happenings  were  presumed  to  be  known 
to  all,  and  the  journalistic  allusions  to  them  were  brief  and 
paragraphic  merely.  Meager,  however,  as  was  the  account 
of  the  execution  given  in  the  “Beobachter,”  it  is  added  here 
in  full,  and  for  the  reason  also  that  that  account  brings  out  in- 
teresting facts  not  mentioned. up  to  this  point  in  this  Paper,  and 
furthermore  furnishes  a fitting  conclusion  to  this  Paper.  The 
account  fin  the  German  language;  is  from  the  “Beobachter” 
of  the  issue  of  Friday,  F'eb.  16,  1827. 

“Last  Friday,  Feb.  9,  1827.  James  Quinn  was  hung  at  a 
point  near  this  town.  About  eight  thousand  people  were  gath- 
ered to  witness  his  execution.  Four  companies  of  cavalry 
and  seven  companies  of  infantry,  all  under  the  command  of 
Col.  Doebler,  accompanied  the  sheriff  from  the  prison  to  the 
place  of  execution.  The  prisoner  was  clothed  in  white  and 
was  supported  by  Leathers  Kurrau  and  Keenan,  clergymen  of 
the  Roman  Catholic  church , who  walked  by  his  side.  There 
were  also  present  Reverends  Ernst  and  Stein,  of  the  Lutheran 
church,  all  of  whom  in  an  orderly  manner  marched  in  the 
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procession  with  the  military  and  the  prisoner,  the  latter  ap- 
pearing to  be  engaged  in  prayer.  He  seemed  to  be  in  a peni- 
tent mood  and  resigned  to  his  impending  fate.  About  i 
o’clock,  after  he  had  given  farewell  to  his  spiritual  attendants 
and  to  the  sheriff,  proceedings  were  entered  upon  to  hang  him, 
and  hung  he  was,  when  to  the  fright  and  astonishment  of  the 
assembled  crowd  the  rope  broke  * and  he  fell  down  about 
7 feet,  hurting  himself  some,  t Quinn,  however,  gave  mj 
sign  of  fright,  and  after  the  rope  was  fixed  urid  reapplied, 
seven  minutes  after  he  was  again  dropped, his  transfer  from  time 
to  eternity  was  accomplished.  He  died  without  a struggle. 
In  every  respect  order  arid  quietness  were  maintained  during 
the  day.  With  the  approach  of  night  nearly  all  the  strangers 
had  left  for  their  respective  homes.”  t 


• As  to  the  breaking  of  the  rope,  Mr.  L.  I„  <;  ruin  bine,  in  discussing  tilt-  Paper 
after  its  reading,  said  : “It  seems  to  t»e  an  authenticate^  fact  that  the  ro|»e  with 
which  .lames  quinn  was  handed  broke  during  the  process  of  execution.  I often 
heard  my  grandfather,  .John  Light,  recount  tills  circumstance  in  mv  boyhood,  but 
whether  as  the  testimony  of  an  eve  witness,  or  merely  as  a matter  of  hearsay.  I am 
unable  to  recall.  He  would  now  lie  loti  years  old  if  living,  for  he  was  horn  in  1800. 
quinn,  ns  was  stated  in  the  Paper  just  read,  was  one  of  a number  of  Irishmen, 
which  the  construction  of  t lit*  V-jiion  ( anal  attracted  to  this  community  There 
was  a belief  current  in  those  days  that  the  breaking  of  a hangman's  rope  was  such 
an  auspicious  event  for  the  condemned  as  to  entitle  him  to  go  free;  and  it  was  gen- 
erally bclie\ed  that  the  rope  had  been  tampered  with  in  this  case-,  and  partially  cut 
b v quinn's  friends,  for  the  purpose  of  saving  his  neck  by  making  him  the  beneficiary 
of  this  tradition  Whemthe  rope  broke  and  .Jimmy  came  down  to  earth,  not  with  a 
"do'!  thud.”  but  still  a very  lively  Irishman,  a great  shout  went  up  among  his 
friends:  ‘.finimv  is  free  Jimmy  is  free  !’  but  it  was  of  no  avail,  for  the  law  of  Penn- 
sylvania prevailed  over  Irish  tradition  and  Mist  her  quinn  was  hanged  over  again.' 


* At  this  point  a very  ludicrous  occurrence  look  place,  if  the  term  ludicrous  is 
allowable  in  connection  with  so  gruesome  an  affair.  It  is  to  be  borne  in  mind  that 
at  time  the  Union  Canal  was  under  construction  through  this  section,  the  workmen 
on  w hich  were  almost  exclusively  Irislunen,  and  of  whom  a large  number  were  seat 
tered  along  the  line  of  the  projected  canal  As  quint!  was  one  of  their  race,  these 
Irishmen  were  made  cognizant  of  quinn's  doings,  and  naturally  were  more  or  less 
in  sympathy  with  his  nnsfoi  tunes,  so  that  interference  at  the  execution  on  their  part 
wa»s  to  he  feared  by  the  sheriff  \Vhen  the  rope  broke,  throwing  quinn  down, a great 
fright  seized  the  crowd  of  people  attendant,  which  took  direction  in  some  one  crying 
out:  "I >ie  lrishe  kuiiiiua  ! Die  Irishe  kumiua  !"  This  caused  a quick  stampede  m 
many  dii eetions,  and  at  one  period  led  to  many  persons  being  forced  against  a 
near-by  fence,  and  sonic  severely  hurt . This  was  given  the  writer  by  the  llnu.  A. 
W.  Klu good. 


1 Dr '"Win,  M.  fiu'lford.  subsequent  to  the  reading  of  this  Paper,  related  to 
Mu*  writer  that  after  the  execution  of  quinn  the  gallows  on  which  he  was  hung  was 
stored  formally  years  in  the  cellar  ol  the  Lebanon  Court  House,  amrThat  in  the 
Doctor's  hoy  boon  days  the  Lei, anon  hoy's  used  to  get  by  the  big  openings  in  the 
>t  reel  cellar  wall  on  fast  time,  and  often  it  any  hoy  was  found  loitering  I here  a good 
■'tart  for  ot her  quarters  cooJd  he  promptly  gotten  on  him  by  calling  out  . "Look  out 
lor  Jimmy  quinn." 
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existence  as  a separate  civil  district  would  perhaps  have  bejen 
more  satisfactory  with  mere  regard  t(>contributing  a rounded 
out  historical  list  of  these  shocking  events  that  have  so  far  be- 
come a part  of  the  history  of  onr  county.  But  this  will  be  th£ 
material  for  another  Paper  at  another  time.  Moreover,  a Pa- 
per along  that  line  would  h^ave  shutout  of  this  Paper  many  of 
the  facts  of  earlier  times  here  brought  together  for  unified  rec- 
ord,-ancf  precluded  many  details 'as  to  usages  and  proceedings 
incident  to  the  subject1  matter,  •and  in  vogue  nearly  a hundred 
years  ago  now  obselettf,  largely  forgotten,  and  even  unknown 
to  those  of  the  present  day,  *liiL  "1ji  iu*iug  together  of  which 
details  into  one  Paper  was.  or  is,  the  main  purpose  of  this 
Paper.  ^ 

Between  the  years  1845  and  1850  there  existed  through- 
out our  country  an  intense  agitation  as  to  the  matter  of  capi- 
tal punishment.  Incident  and  contributing  to  this  agitation 
was  the  appearance  of  a poem,  entitled  “The  Gallows-Tree," 
by  Thomas  Dunn  English,  now  lately  deceased,  a man  of 
many  accomplishments,  but, like  Charles  Wolfe, author  of  “The 
Burial  of  Sir  John  Moore,"  best  known  to  fame  as  the  author 
of  a single  poem — the  simple  ballad,  “Ben  Bolt."  Like  all 
similar  productions,  “Ben  Bolt"  was  passing  into  neglect 
when  Du  Maurier  imparted  fresh  life  to  the  old  ballad  by  in- 
troducing it  into  “Trilby."  Then  it  started  again  in  the  novel 
and  in  the  play  with  a vitality  that  rivaled  its  original  popu- 
larity. 

The  poem,  “The  Gallows-Goers, " is  very  rough,  but  ex- 
ceedingly vigorous,  and  had  an  immense  circulation  during 
the  period  of  agitation  named  above,  k first  appeared  in 
“The  Spirit  of  the  Times,"  Philadelphia,  Pa.,  March  29,  1845, 
and  runs  as  follows  : 

“Up  and  make  ready,  ye  lovers  of  fun  ! 

On  with  your  holiday  dress  and  be  gav  ; 

Now  that  the  sheriff  has  work  to  be  done. 

Business  with  pleasure  he  mingles  to-day. 
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Some  may  go  hunting  with  guns  ; and  a few, 

Rods  in  their  hands,  little  fish  may  pursue  ; 

Ours  is  the  spot  that  is  sanctioned  by  law — 

We  go  for  a hanging,  a hanging  ; Hurrah  !” 

"Two  months  ago  on  a rare  drunken  bout  ; 

Bill,  his  comrade,  the  criminal  slew  ; 

Murder’s  a deed  that  is  vile,  without  doubt, 

Ergo  - the  law  must  turn  murderer  too. 

As  for  the  place  the  liquor  he  got — 

Liquor  which  maddened  him — yonder’s  the  *pot  | 
Sammy,  who  keeps  it,  approves  of  the  law — 

He  goes  for  a hanging,  for  a hanging  ; Hurrah  !” 

"Look  at  the  criminal  ! please  ye  to  look  ? 

Standing  behind  him,  the  hangman  you  see, 

There’s  the  priest  with  his  gown  and  his  book  — 
Galloping  gayly  they  go  to  the  tree. 

Thanks  to  the  priests  who  the  hangman  befriend. 
Choking  such  knaves  as  ’t^as  labor- to  mend. 
Hanging,  they  say,  is  Levitical  law — ^ 

Cheers  for  the  clergy  — they’re  Christians;  Hurrah  !" 

‘‘Firmly  and  proudly  the  culprit  looks  around, 
Holding  his  head  with  a satisfied  air  ; 

Murmurs  applauding  go  over  the  ground  — 

Down  drops  the  priest  with  the  felon  to  prayer. 
"How  interesting  his  lpoks  are,”  says  Ann, 

"Yes,"  answered  Sail,  "and  he’ll  die  like  a man  ;’’ 
Elegant  task  for  young  maidens,  but  pshaw  ; 

Shout  for  the  hanging— the  hanging;  "Hurrah  !’’ 

"I’rayers  are  all  finished,  and  now  for  the  fun  ; 

Over  his  features  the  cap  has  been  drawn  ; 

Ketch  and  his  comrade,  the  preacher,  get  down, 
Crack,  goes  the  whip,  and  the  wagon  moves  on, 
Wonderful  sight  for  the  Christian  to  see  ; 

Merrily  dancing  on  nothing  is  he. 

Though  there  is  no  fiddle  a hornpipe  to  saw 
Light  are  his  leaps — he's  hanging  ; Hurrah  !” 

"After  the  rope  has  been  severed  in  twain, 

Home  go  the  people  and  joyfully  sing  ; 

Heaven  will  receive  whom  the  gallows  has  slain  — 

Does  not  the  clergyman  settle  the  thing  ? 

Home  go  tlje  people,  and  talk  of  it  all, 
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Childrerf  in  nursery,  servants  in^hall  ; 

BUB  hangs  the  catkin  the  njanner  he  saw 
Hang  at  the  gallows  God’s  image -•Hurrah  !” 

f 

"Rouse  ye,  good  clerymen.  servant^-of  God  ; - 

Stand  by  my  side  while  I fight  for  your  fun  ; 

Hanging  preserves  ns  from  shedding  of  blood  — 

Remedy  like  it  there  never  was  one. 

Rally  ^pur  forces,  t^iump  pulpits  and  be 
Clerical  guards  of  the  good  gallows  tree  ; 

What  if  jaour  Savior  denounces  the  law  ? 

^ou  go  .for  hanging— for  hanging,  Hurrah  !’’ 

- * * 

As  late  as  only  two^uays  before  the  reading  of  this  Pa]>er, 

I learned  from  my  brother,  Rev,  U.  H.  Heilman,  Jonestown. 
Pa.,  of  his  having  amongst  his  curios  a copy  of  another  cu- 
rious production  in  the  way  of  an  “Ermahnungs-Lied,”  of  16 
stanzas,  addressed  ta  James  Quin|  printed  Feb.  4,  1827, 
which  copy  has  been  kindly  loaned  me  for  use.  That  such  a 
Hymn  was  published  at  that  time  is.  perhaps  now  a new  fact 
to  all  of  us,  and  it  further  confirms  the  view  advanced  as  to 
the  very  profound  and  widespread  impression  caused  bv  the 
Quinn  murder  affair. - 

In  this  “Ermahnungs-Lied,”  as  well  as  in  the  preceding 
soliloquy,  as  in  fact  in  the  entire  trial  account,  there  is  intro- 
duced an  exegesis  as  to  a ready  open  portal  to  heaven  for  the 
alleged  repentant  murderer  so  speculative  or  so  dogmatic  as  to 
almost  compel  one  by  way  of  contrast  to  place  into  juxtapo- 
sition the  simple  authoritative  statement  of  St.  John,  — “No 
murderer  hath  eternal  life  abiding  in  hi*n” — apd  there  I leave 
the  matter.  For  any  extreme  or  hard  views  in  this  narrative 
the  writer  is  not  responsible — he  is  only- the  narrator  of  them. 

EIN  ERMAHNUNGS-LIED  AN  JAMES  QUIN. 

Welcher  sein  Eheweib  todt  geschlagen  hat,  und  nunjetzt 
zum  Tod  verurtheilt  iSt,  das  er  sich  noch  .mochte  bekeren  ; 
wie  auch  eine  Ermahntmg  an  Alle  die  noch  in  den  Stricken 
des  Satans  gebunden  sind,  das  sie  sich  zu  Gott  bekeren  und 
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noch  errettet  werden  mogen.  ...  I Petri  am  5 ten  Cap. 
v,  8.  “Seyd  Nuchteni  und  wachet,  dann  euer  Wiedersacher, 
der  Teufel,  gehet  umher  wie  ein  brullender  Lowe  nnd  suchet, 
weleben  er  verschlinge.  ” 

MEL.  O GOTT  ! DU  FROMMER  GOTT. 

r.  O grosser,  truer  Gott  ! 

Barmherziger  Erretter, 

Sieh’  an  die  grosse  Noth 

Darinnen  jetzt  thut  Stecken  — 1 

Durch  seine  Eigene  Schnld, 

Und  Satan’s  Grimm  und  Zorn 

Hat  dich  darein  gesturtzt. 

Das  Du  sollst  seyn  verlohr’n. 

2.  Ach  raffe  dich  doch  auf, 

Gedenk  an  Jesu  Worte, 

Die  Er  zum  Schafer  sprach 
An  jener  Todes-Pforten  ; 

Du  sollst  noch  heut’  mit  mir  ' 

Im  Paradiese  seyn. 

Diss  Wort,  das  gilt  dir  auch 
• O liebe  Seele  mein. 

3.  Bekenn’  nur  deine  Schuld, 

Von  Herzens  Grund  der  Seelen 
Und  Glaub’  an  Jesu  Huld, 

So  wird  es  dir  nicht  fehlen. 

Sieh  Ihn  im  Glauben  an  : 

Er  starb  am  Kreutz  vor  dich. 

Er  ist  der  helfen  kann. 

Das  glsube  sicherlich. 

4.  So  bald  der  Schacher  sprach  : 

Es  ist  ja  billig  rechte 
Dann,  ich  empfang  den  Lohn 

Ich  armer  Sunden-Knechte, 

So  bald  brach  Jesu  Herz, 

Versprach  ihm  gleich  sein  Reich  ; 

Noch  heute  sollst  du  seyn 
Mit  mir  in  Paradeiss. 

5 O Mensch  ! das  gilt  dir  auch 

Wann  sclion-di«  Schuld  ist  grosse, 

Weil  du  dein  Ehe-Weib 
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/ Ganz  todt  geschlagai^  hattest. 

Verzweifeln  sollst  du  nicht  ; 

Das  hat  der  Feind  gethfcn, 

Er  brueHet  wie  ein  Low, 

✓ 

Woer  verfuhren  kaon. 


6.  Er  gehet  stets  umber, 
Versuch^t  zu  verschlingen, 

, Durch  tansend  Netz  und  Strick, 
In  unvermerTtten  Dingen. 

J Drum  wer  allhier  nicht  wacht. 
Den  hat  er  bald  am  Strick. 

O Menscji  ; sey  kjug  und  wach’ 
Auch  j<“den  AugenBlick. 

7.  O ! Seele, 

Auch  in  der  letzen  Stunde  ; 


Wann  schon  die  Sund’  ist  gross, 
Sieh  nor  auf  Jesu  Wunaen. 

Der  Feind  hat  es  gethari. 

Wo  dich  in’s.Ungluck  sturtzt, 
Nur  Jesus  ist  dein  Mann, 


Wo  Blute  fur  dich  schwitzt. 


8.  Schon  viele  sind  vordir, 

Schon  hingerichtet  worden, 

Die  Gnad’  erlanget  dan 
Noch  an  der  Todes-Pforten. 

Drum  schrey  yon  Herzens  Grund; 

Erbartn’.  dich  uber  mich, 

Und  sey  mir  gnadiglich  : 

Ach  Gott ! erhore  mich  ! 

9 Das  Land  darinn  die  Quell’ 

Des  Lebens  sollte  fliesen, 

Worinn  sich  aber  Mord 
Und  Eigen heit  ergiessen. 

Ja,  solche  bose  Frucht, 

Tragt  jetzt  der  Christen-Baum  : 
Bey  Turken  findet  man 
Dergleichen  Greuel  kaum. 

10.  Du  frecber  Sunder-Haus  ; 

Schau  an  doch  mit  Erzettern, 
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Weil  du  in  deinem  Lauf, 

Den  Sunden  thust  nach  gehen  ; 

Du  eilst  zum  Trunk,  zum  Tanz, 
Musik  und  Fraleckerey, 

Und  denkst  nicht  eininal  dran 
Wie  dock  dein  End’  mag  Seyn. 

1 1.  Der  Teufel  ist  der  Furst. 

Und  Laster  Herbergsvatter, 

Wann  du  nicht  wachen  wirst 
So  wird  er  als  Verather, 

Dich  fangcn  in  sein  Netz 

■*  Und  binden  vest  und  stark  ; 

Behalten  Bis  in  Tod, 

Und  bis  ins  Grabes  Sarg. 

12.  Schau’  an  die  Gottes  Rach, 

Die  auf  die  Menschen  fallet  : 

Das  ist  ein  Schweres  Ach  : 

Wann  sich  der  Atensch  ve'rfehlet, 

Durch  Mord  un  Tod  schlag  sKirtzt 
In  Jammer,  Angst  und  Noth, 

Und  darauf  folgt  jetzt  nun, 

•_  Der  bittrek  schwere  Tod. 

13  Mensch  ! Wer  du  inimer  bist  ? 
Ang’sehen,  Reich,  in  Ehren, 

Gedenk  zu  jeder  Frist, 

Und  thue  dich  bekeren. 

Gebrauche  Gottes  Gab’, 

Ja  nur  zur  Noth  mit  Dank, 

Mit  Arbeit  deiner  Hand’ 

Ja  all  dein  Leben  lang. 

14.  So  wird  der  Hochste  dich, 

Hier  seegnen  und  beglucken  : 

Uud  du  wirst  dein  Gebet 

Und  Seufzen  zu  ihm  schicken, 

Und  wirst  be  wall  ret  seyn, 

Yor  Satans  Grimm  und  Zorn 
Durch  Gottes  Engel  Macht, 

Dass  du  nicht  gehst  verlohr’n. 

15.  Lass  dein  Herz  seyn  geneigt  : 
Gedenk’  auch  an  die  Armen. 


I 

j 
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Alhnosen  retten 

Gott  will  sich  dein  erharnien  ; 

— Sie  decken  Sunden  zu, 

Und  streiten  dort  fur  ejieh 
Yor  Gottes  Richter*Stuhl, 

Gott  wird  vergeben  eucli. 

16.  Nun  Gptt  sey  gnadig  dir 
- Armer  Malifikante  ; 


Und  fuhr  dnrch  Christi  Blut 
Dich  in  sein  Vate.r  lande. 
Wanu  du  ini  Herzen  hast 
Die  wafire  Reutind  Leid 
Wira  Gott  vergeben  dir 
In  Zeit  und 


Durch  die  Gnade  Gottes  herausgege- 
ben  vou  Christian  Brustl^t  von  Deutch- 
land,  den  4ten  Februar,  1827. 
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